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THREE  NEW  FWP  COMMISSIONERS  have  been  appointed  by  Governor  Martz.  Rich  Lane  of  Missoula,  who  is  the 
new  chairman  of  the  Commission,  will  represent  western  Montana.  Lane  is  manager  of  Smurfit-Stone  Container 
Corporation  m Missoula.  Lane  replaces  Charlie  Decker  of  Libby.  John  Lane  of  Cascade  replaces  former  Chair  Stan 
Meyer.  Lane  is  a rancher,  landowner  and  sportsman.  Dan  Walker  of  Billings  replaces  Dave  Simpson.  Walker  is  retired 
from  U.S.  West,  where  he  was  employed  for  26  years,  most  recently  as  director  of  public  affairs  for  Montana. 

MOOSE,  SHEEP  AND  GOAT  hunters  are  reminded  that  they  need  to  submit  applications  for  special  permits  to  FWP  by 
May  1.  The  application  deadline  for  deer,  elk  and  antelope  is  June  1. 

PREFERENCE  2001  will  begin  with  the  special  drawing  applications  for  moose,  sheep  and  goat  this  year.  Individuals 
who  want  to  participate  in  the  preference  system  will  accumulate  one  bonus  point  for  each  year  they  are  unsuccessful  in 
the  drawings.  Each  point  will  be  considered  an  extra  chance  in  future  drawings.  Resident  applicants  will  be  assessed  a $2 
annual  fee  per  application  to  participate.  Nonresidents  will  be  charged  $20  per  application. 


BLACK  BEAR  HUNTERS  are  reminded  that  within  five  days  of  harvesting  a bear,  or  arriving  at  a trailhead  in  a 
backcountry  area,  they  must  present  to  FWP  a complete  bear  hide  with  proof  of  sex  remaining  naturally  attached  and  skull 
for  inspection  and  removal  of  a tooth  to  age  the  bear.  A special  validation-only  spring  season  has  been  established  for 
April  15-May  31  in  Bear  Management  Units  (BMUs)  103,  106  and  107.  Licenses  must  have  been  validated  by  April  14 
and  are  valid  only  in  those  BMUs. 


BEAR  IDENTIFICATION  TRAINING  is  now  available  online.  A voluntary  education  program  aimed  at  ensuring 
black  bear  hunters  are  able  to  successfully  distinguish  black  bears  from  grizzly  bears  is  available  at  fwp. state. mt.us/bearid. 
The  new  website  is  a part  of  an  aggressive  effort  FWP  has  initiated  to  better  inform  bear  hunters  as  mistaken  identity  has 
been  identified  as  a problem  among  those  who  would  seek  to  terminate  Montana’s  spring  bear  hunt. 

SPRING  TURKEY  GOBBLER  SEASON  opens  April  7 and  closes  May  6.  All  turkey  hunters  must  have  a valid  upland 
game  bird  license,  a conservation  license,  and  a turkey  license  in  their  possession  in  order  to  hunt.  New  this  year,  spring 
turkey  hunters  may  harvest  two  male  turkeys  in  Region  7 or  one  male  in  any  other  sanctioned  hunting  area  and  another  in 
Region  7. 

YOUNG  HUNTERS  who  will  turn  12  years  old  before  or  during  the  season  for  which  a license  is  being  purchased  or 
applied  for  are  now  eligible  to  purchase  or  apply  for  a license.  The  previous  law  required  youth  to  be  12  before 
September  15. 

MONTANA’S  2001  BIGHORN  SHEEP  AUCTION  brought  $100,000  at  the  Foundation  for  North  American  Wild 
Sheep’s  annual  convention  in  Reno,  Nevada,  this  winter.  FWP  received  $90,000  of  that  amount  to  be  used  to  secure  key 
habitat  and  to  bolster  research  efforts  on  bighorn  sheep,  as  well  as  to  conduct  trapping  and  transplanting.  Montana’s 
annual  moose  license  auetioned  at  the  Montana  Outfitter  and  Guide’s  annual  meeting  sold  for  $15,000.  Likewise,  the 
money  generated  by  the  moose  auction  is  being  channeled  back  into  expanding  moose  management  efforts. 


^ POACHING  OF  A BIGHORN  RAM  in  the  Elkhom  Mountains  resulted  in  a Toston  man  being  placed  on  felony 
probation  for  five  years  and  ordered  to  pay  $30,000  in  restitution  to  the  State.  The  individual  also  forfeits  his  Montana 
hunting  and  fishing  license  privileges  for  three  years.  The  law  under  which  this  case  was  tried  was  passed  by  the  1999 
Legislature  to  address  the  unlawful  and  willful  taking  of  trophy  class  big  game  animals.  The  restitution  amount  is  set  in 
statute.  In  this  case,  the  sheep’s  horns  exceeded  three-quarter  curl,  qualifying  the  offense  for  the  $30,000  restitution. 


NEW  HUNTING  REGULATIONS  were  adopted  by  the  FWP  Commission  for  the  2001  hunting  season.  Following  is  a 
brief  summary  of  changes: 

Deer:  General  season  deer  permits  can  be  used  by  archers  during  the  archery-only  season.  Either-sex  whitetailed  deer 
hunting  will  be  resumed  in  several  Western  Montana  hunting  districts.  Standard  either-sex  mule  deer  will  be  allowed  in 
Hunting  Districts  446,  445,  590,  611,  630,  631,  632,  650  and  670. 

Elk:  General  season  elk  permits  can  be  used  by  archers  during  the  Archery-Only  season  in  most  hunting  districts;  there 
are  some  exceptions. 

Mountain  Lions:  Reporting  and  tagging  procedures  have  been  revised.  The  hound-handler  permit  has  been  eliminated. 
A limited  number  of  permits  will  be  issued  via  permit-only  hunting  in  Hunting  Districts  100,  103,  and  104. 

Bighorn  Sheep:  No  unlimited  bighorn  sheep  permits  will  be  issued  for  Hunting  District  301 . 

Pheasants:  The  first  two  days  of  the  ring-necked  pheasant  hunting  season  - Oct.  6-7  - was  established  for  resident 
hunters  only.  On  Oct.  8,  the  pheasant  season  will  open  for  residents  and  nonresidents.  The  season  will  close  on  Dec.  15. 

ARCHERY  ELK  HUNTERS  in  Hunting  Districts  410  and  417  this  year  will  be  required  to  have  permits,  which  must  be 
applied  for  as  a first  choice.  Our  2001  hunting  regulations  failed  to  mention  that  the  permits  are  valid  in  both  hunting 
districts. 

AUTOMATED  LICENSING  SYSTEM  IMPLEMENTATION  has  been  delayed.  This  delay  was  necessary  to  meet 
our  goal  of  implementing  a quality,  thoroughly  tested  system.  Originally,  the  ALS  system  had  been  scheduled  to  go 
online  this  spring  with  the  new  license  year. 

YELLOWSTONE  CUTTHROAT  TROUT  will  not  be  listed  as  Threatened  by  the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service.  In 
rejecting  a petition,  the  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  said  the  request  lacked  the  biological  information  needed  to  trigger 
federal  protection  for  Montana’s  state  fish.  The  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  noted  that,  “State  wildlife  agencies,  including 
Montana  FWP,  the  U.S.  Forest  Service,  and  the  National  Park  Service,  are  involved  in  approximately  100  on-going 
projects  directed  toward  protection  and  restoration.  Because  of  these  efforts,  self-sustaining  Yellowstone  Cutthroat  trout 
stocks  remain  widely  distributed  through  the  historic  range  of  the  subspecies.” 

BEAVERHEAD  AND  BIG  HOLE  RIVER  FISHING  RULES  have  been  adopted  by  the  FWP  Commission.  The  intent 
of  the  new  rules  is  a better  fishing  experience  for  all  anglers  by  reducing  crowding  problems  and  addressing  emerging 
social  conflicts.  The  rules  will  allocate  specific  days,  river  stretches  and  access  points  for  resident  use,  commercially 
guided  float  trips  and  nonresident  anglers.  The  rules  also  reserve  different  stretches  of  each  river  for  float  fishing  by 
Montana  residents  on  Saturdays  or  Sundays  from  the  third  Saturday  in  May  through  Labor  Day.  The  rules  are  set  to 
expire  in  May  2003.  For  specific  details,  contact  FWP  at  (406)  994-4042. 

SMITH  RIVER  PERMITS  have  been  drawn  and  the  results  mailed.  FWP  received  4,258  permit  applications  and  gave 
out  758  permits;  616  of  those  permits  went  to  residents  and  142  went  to  nonresidents.  In  1993,  the  first  year  of  the  permit 
process,  FWP  received  216  applications. 

MONTANA  STATE  PARKS’  visitation  has  remained  remarkably  stable  over  the  past  six  years,  averaging  1.5  million 
visitors  per  year  to  the  41  parks  in  the  system.  Statistics  also  tell  us  that  84  percent  of  visitors  to  Montana  State  Parks 
were  visiting  for  the  day.  Resident  Park  visitors  made  up  72  percent  of  the  total  in  2000,  compared  to  49  percent  of  all 
visitors  in  1988.  Montana  State  Parks  are  managed  and  staffed  by  FWP  with  the  assistance  of  nearly  1,400  volunteers. 
Volunteers  gave  36,268  hours  to  State  Parks  in  2000,  the  equivalent  of  $213,981  in  contributions. 

TIUWELER’S  REST  is  the  newest  Montana  State  Park.  Located  near  Lolo,  the  15-acre  property,  which  was  donated  to 
FWP,  brings  the  total  number  of  Montana  State  Parks  to  42.  The  site  ties  to  the  Lewis  and  Clark  expedition  and  a 
traditional  Native  American  camping  site,  which  makes  it  an  important  addition  to  the  cultural  and  historical  parks  in  the 
state  system. 

LAND  AND  WATER  CONSERVATION  FUND  dollars  are  again  available  for  local  public  outdoor  recreation  projects. 
FWP  will  grant  approximately  $403,000  in  funding.  Project  applications  are  due  June  30  and  may  include  facilities  such 
as  ball  fields,  campgrounds,  golf  courses,  ice  skating  ponds,  picnic  facilities,  tennis  courts,  playground  equipment  and 
walking  trails.  For  more  information,  contact  Walt  Timmerman  with  FWP  at  (406)  444-3753.  Interested  potential 
sponsors  may  also  want  to  check  the  LWCF  web  page  at  fwp.state.mt.us/parks.htm  for  applications  and  other  information. 
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JEFF  HAGENER  has  been  appointed  by  Governor  Martz  to  serve  as  the  Director  of  Montana  FWP.  Jeff 
is  a native  Montanan  bom  and  raised  in  Havre,  with  degrees  from  the  University  of  Montana  and  Montana 
State  University  in  Wildlife  Biology  and  Range  Science  respectively.  Jeff  has  been  a hunter  and 
fisherman  since  he  was  old  enough  to  accompany  his  dad  and  brothers  afield.  He  has  spent  his 
professional  career  being  involved  in  natural  resource  management,  including  wildlife  and  range  surveys 
for  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management,  packing  and  guiding  for  outfitters  in  the  Bob  Marshall  and  along  the 
Rocky  Mountain  Front,  ecological  consulting  and,  for  the  past  20  years,  managing  resources  with  the 
former  Department  of  State  Lands  and  the  Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation. 


MONTANA’S  STREAM  ACCESS  LAW  has  been  upheld  by  United  States  District  Judge  Charles 
Lovell.  Three  Montana  landowners,  backed  by  the  Mountain  States  Legal  Foundation,  had  alleged  that 
the  Stream  Access  Law  was  a taking  of  their  property  in  violation  of  the  due  process  clause  of  the  U.S. 
Constitution.  The  judge  dismissed  the  plaintiffs’  complaint  on  the  grounds  that  the  Stream  Access  law 
was  not  a taking  of  the  plaintiffs’  property,  that  the  law  is  constitutionally  valid  because  there  are 
legitimate  grounds  supporting  public  use  of  streams  as  a public  resource,  that  the  Montana  Supreme  Court 
had  already  decided  that  the  Stream  Access  Law  was  constitutional  and  that  the  plaintiffs  had  waited  too 
long  to  challenge  the  law. 


FLATHEAD  LAKE  AND  THE  FLATHEAD  RIVER  are  the  subject  of  a co-management  plan  adopted 
by  the  FWP  Commission  and  Confederated  Salish  and  Kootenai  tribes.  The  plan  aims  to  increase  native 
bull  trout  and  westslope  cutthroat  trout  in  the  system  by  suppressing  the  numbers  of  non-native  fish  that 
compete  with  them  while  maintaining  a viable  recreational  fishery.  Copies  are  available  from  FWP’s 
Region  1 Headquarters  at  752-5501. 

THE  LARGEST  CONSERVATION  EASEMENT  in  Montana’s  history  has  been  approved  by  the 
FWP  Commission  and  the  State  Land  Board.  The  easement  includes  141,000  acres  in  the  Thompson  and 
Fisher  river  valleys  of  northwestern  Montana.  The  easement  was  agreed  upon  by  Montana  FWP  and 
Plum  Creek  Timber  Company.  The  first  phase  of  the  project  includes  the  purchase  of  a conservation 
easement  on  13,300  acres  in  Fish  Trap  Creek,  a tributary  of  the  Thompson  River.  The  cost  of  Phase  I will 
be  $2.3  million.  Funding  will  come  from  Avista  Corporation,  the  Federal  Legacy  Program,  the  Wildlife 
Mitigation  Program  and  the  donation  of  200,000  acres  of  land  by  Plum  Creek. 

SMITH  RIVER  PERMIT  APPLICATIONS  for  the  2001  float  season  are  available  at  all  FWP  offices. 
Applications  postmarked  on  or  before  February  15  will  be  entered  into  a random  drawing.  The 
application  fee  for  Montana  residents  is  $20,  which  may  be  paid  by  personal  check,  cashier’s  check,  or 
money  order,  which  includes  a $5  nonrefundable  application  fee.  Drawing  results  will  be  mailed  by  the 
middle  of  March.  Refunds  will  be  mailed  by  the  end  of  March.  Applications  are  also  available  on  the 
fwp  web  site  at  fwp.state.mt.us  by  clicking  on  “Parks.”  Applications  may  be  printed,  filled  out  and 
returned  with  a signature  in  regular  mail.  The  applications  cannot  be  e-mailed,  faxed  or  photocopied 
because  the  applications  must  show  an  original  signature. 


THE  12-MEMBER  WOLF  MANAGEMENT  PLAN  ADVISORY  COUNCIL  delivered  to  the 
Governor  26  guiding  principles  organized  in  four  broad  subject  areas  that  address  the  public  interest, 
public  safety,  maintaining  wildlife  populations,  and  protecting  the  livestock  industry.  This  is  the  first  step 
toward  acquiring  wolf  management  responsibilities  from  the  federal  government.  This  group’s  work  is 
aimed  directly  at  helping  to  determine  how  to  balance  wolf  numbers  with  the  wildlife  they  prey  upon, 
addressing  conflicts  with  livestock  operations  and  how  Montana’s  wolf  management  responsibility  should 
be  funded.  Among  the  federal  requirements  for  wolf  delisting,  Montana,  Idaho  and  Wyoming  must  have 
management  plans  and  other  regulatory  mechanisms  in  place  to  maintain  the  recovered  wolf  population 
within  the  Northern  Rocky  Mountain  Recovery  Area.  FWP  will  now  begin  drafting  a wolf  management 
plan.  The  Council’s  report  is  available  via  FWP’s  web  site  at  fwp.state.mt.us/wildlife/wolf. 


TENTATIVE  HUNTING  REGULATIONS  for  the  2001  hunting  season  are  now  available  for  review. 
Among  the  suggested  changes  are:  requiring  archers  to  apply  for  a permit  as  a first  and  only  choice  in  any 
district  where  there  are  unlimited  entry  permits  for  either-sex  elk  during  the  general  season  in  Regions  4, 
5,  6 and  7;  permit  only  hunting  for  mountain  lions  in  three  hunting  districts  in  Region  1 ; a split  opener  for 
the  upland  game  bird  season  with  doves  and  mountain  grouse  opening  a week  prior  to  prairie  grouse;  a 
proposed  opportunity  to  take  two  turkeys  per  year.  Public  meetings  to  discuss  the  tentative  hunting 
regulations  have  been  scheduled  throughout  the  state.  Public  comments  will  be  accepted  through  January 
26.  Copies  of  the  tentatives  and  meeting  dates  are  available  at  all  FWP  headquarters.  Information  on  the 
tentative  hunting  regulations  are  available  at  FWP’s  web  site  at  fwp.state.mt.us  and  click  on  “Notices.” 


NONRESIDENT  UPLAND  GAME  BIRD  HUNTERS  are  the  topic  of  a tentative  annual  rule  currently 
out  for  comment  that  has  been  adopted  by  the  FWP  Commission.  The  rule  would  cap  the  number  of 
nonresident  upland  game  bird  licenses  at  1 1,000,  just  slightly  more  than  the  maximum  number  that  have 
ever  been  sold  in  Montana.  In  addition,  through  the  tentative  process,  the  Commission  is  requesting 
comment  on  allowing  residents  to  hunt  pheasants  seven  days  prior  to  nonresidents  beginning  in  2002. 

The  intent  of  the  regulations  is  to  address  frustrations  expressed  by  resident  hunters  with  decreasing 
opportunities  to  find  a place  to  hunt.  Copies  of  the  tentative  rule  are  available  at  all  FWP  offices  and 
comments  will  be  accepted  through  January  26. 


A CENTURY  OF  CONSERVATION  is  the  theme  of  FWP’s  100-year  anniversary  celebration  to  be 
celebrated  this  year.  In  an  attempt  to  raise  the  awareness  of  the  significant  contributions  hunters  and 
anglers  have  made  to  Montana’s  wildlife  populations  and  the  sacrifices  and  choices  that  Montanans  from 
all  walks  have  made,  FWP  has  several  things  planned.  Available  from  FWP  is  a 28-minutes  video 
documentary  detailing  the  100  years.  Also  available  is  a special  issue  of  Montana  Outdoors,  and  a 
teacher’s  guide  to  be  used  to  supplement  the  magazine  and  video.  For  additional  information,  or  if  you 
are  interested  in  showing  the  video  at  a future  meeting,  contact  any  FWP  office. 


EARLY  BIRD  PARK  PASSPORTS  are  now  on  sale.  The  passports,  offered  at  a reduced  rate  through 
February  15,  is  $16  and  $8  for  additional  decals  for  vehicles  registered  under  the  same  name  or  at  the 
same  address.  They  are  valid  March  1 through  February  28,  2002.  Decals  purchased  after  the  Early  Bird 
season  are  $20  for  the  first  and  $16  for  each  additional  passport.  The  passports  allow  access  to  all 
Montana  State  Parks. 
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LIMITING  THE  NUMBER  OF  UPLAND  GAME  BIRD  HUNTERS  is  the  topic  of  a report  and  draft  proposals 
adopted  by  the  FWP  Commission  Oct.  6.  The  analysis  was  mandated  by  HB  478  (1999)  if  the  FWP  Commission  were  to 
consider  limiting  the  numbers  of  nonresident  bird  hunters.  The  Commission  expressed  concern  that  Montana  hunters 
were  becoming  more  frustrated  in  finding  places  to  hunt  pheasants  and  those  areas  that  were  available  were  experiencing 
increased  competition.  Leasing  of  prime  hunting  areas  by  residents  and  nonresidents  has  been  identified  as  one  of  the 
contributory  factors  and  was  a major  focus  in  the  passage  of  HB  478.  While  the  Commission  acknowledges  their  actions 
will  not  eliminate  leasing,  they  proposed  three  options  in  an  attempt  to  address  the  overall  concerns.  The  tentative 
proposals  are: 

1.  Cap  the  sale  of  nonresident  upland  bird  licenses  at  1 1,000.  In  1999,  10,969  were  sold.  Licenses  could  be  sold  either 
through  a drawing  or  on  a first  come/first  served  basis. 

2.  Restrict  nonresident  upland  bird  license  holders  from  hunting  on  FWP  managed  Wildlife  Management  Areas  that 
provide  pheasapt  hunting. 

3.  Allow  pheasant  hunting  on  the  nonresident  bird  license  from  the  Monday  before  the  big  game  general  opener  (deer 
and  elk)  through  the  Sunday  after  Thanksgiving.  This  proposal  would  allow  resident  hunters  approximately  24  days 
longer  to  hunt  upland  birds  than  nonresidents. 

The  FWP  analysis  is  available  by  contacting  the  Wildlife  Division  in  Helena  at  444-2612,  or  on  the  FWP  web  site  at 
fwp.state.mt.us.  Comment  on  these  proposals  will  be  taken  until  Nov.  27. 

RECREATIONAL  USE  PLANS  FOR  THE  BEAVERHEAD  AND  BIG  HOLE  RIVERS  are  out  for  public  comment. 
The  plans  tentatively  adopted  by  the  FWP  Commission  are  designed  to  resolve  social  issues  that  are  occurring  more 
frequently  on  the  two  rivers.  The  Commission  established  a recreation  management  planning  process  and  formed  citizen 
advisory  committees  for  both  the  Big  Hole  and  Beaverhead  rivers.  The  committees’  draft  recommendations  were 
presented  at  the  Oct.  5 FWP  Commission  meeting.  Strategies  include:  better  distributing  the  current  use  on  the  river, 
limits  on  outfitter  use,  improved  facilities,  improved  enforcement  and  educating  the  public.  Executive  summaries  of  the 
recreational  plans  or  copies  of  the  full  document  are  available  by  calling  the  Fisheries  Division  in  Helena  at  444-2449,  or 
by  email:  dlindsay@,state.mt.us.  The  summaries  are  also  on  FWP’s  web  site  at  fwp.state.mt.us  under  “What’s  New.” 
Final  decisions  will  be  made  at  the  mid-December  Commission  meeting. 

NOIVRESIDENT  ELK  AND  DEER  LICENSE  SALES  are  the  topic  of  a proposed  annual  rule  on  which  the  FWP 
Commission  is  seeking  comment.  Under  the  proposed  new  rule,  outfitter- sponsored  (market-based)  big  game 
combination  licenses  would  increase  by  $140  to  $975;  elk-only  combination  licenses  would  likewise  increase  by  $140  to 
$875  and  deer-only  combination  licenses  would  increase  by  $75  to  $850.  The  increase  is  to  keep  from  over  selling  the 
licenses.  Revenues  from  the  sale  of  the  market-based  licenses  are  used  to  fund  the  FWP-administered  Block  Management 
Program.  These  increases  would  generate  about  $1  million  more  per  year  to  pay  landowners  who  provide  hunting  access. 
Comments  on  the  proposed  rule,  which  are  available  from  License  Section  PO  Box  200701,  Helena  MT  59620-0701,  or 
phone  444-2950,  should  be  sent  to  the  License  Section  listed  above  by  October  31,  2000. 


A BULL  TROUT  RESTORATION  PLAN  that  will  guide  Montana’s  efforts  to  restore  threatened  bull  trout  populations 
of  the  Clark  Fork  and  Kootenai  river  basins  has  been  released.  The  plan  was  developed  by  the  Montana  Bull  Trout 
Restoration  Team,  which  was  appointed  by  Governor  Racicot  in  1993.  Montana’s  goal  is  two-fold:  1)  to  reduce  the 
threat  of  extinction  and  2)  to  restore  bull  trout  to  population  levels  that  would  allow  for  fishing.  Montana’s  plan  is 
voluntary,  as  criteria  for  restoration  of  bull  trout  under  this  plan  are  higher  than  that  necessary  for  federal  recovery  under 
the  Endangered  Species  Act.  Copies  of  the  plan  are  available  via  FWP’s  web  site  at  fwp.state.mt.us.  Go  to  the  fishing 
channel  and  scroll  to  the  “Montana  Native  Fish”  link  or  by  writing  to:  Bull  Trout  Plan,  FWP,  Fisheries  Division,  PO  Box 
200701,  Helena  MT  59620-0701. 


THE  BEAVERHEAD  AND  RUBY  RIVERS  were  closed  to  fishing  on  October  9.  The  closures  will  remain  in  effect 
through  November  3 1 . The  upper  Beaverhead  River,  from  Clark  Canyon  Dam  to  the  Highway  91  North  bridge  near 
Dillon,  and  the  Ruby  River,  from  the  base  of  Ruby  Reservoir  dam  to  immediately  below  the  mouth  of  Alder  Creek  were 
closed  to  help  protect  spawning  brown  trout.  Extremely  low  water- flow  conditions  are  anticipated  this  fall  and  winter  on 
both  rivers.  Water  releases  from  the  Clark  Canyon  dam  and  Ruby  Reservoir  will  be  cut  back  soon  to  slow  outflow  and 
increase  water  storage  following  an  extremely  dry  spring  and  summer. 

LOCAL  PARKS  AND  RECREATION  PROJECTS  recently  received  $180,000  from  the  federal  Land  and  Water 
Conservation  Fund  program,  LWCF.  The  LWCF  is  a grants  program  for  local  parks  and  recreation  projects  administered 
by  FWP.  Thirteen  Montana  communities  submitted  funding  requesting  more  than  $470,000.  The  six  communities 
receiving  funds  were:  Bozeman,  Livingston,  Poison,  Three  Forks,  Twin  Bridges,  and  Choteau.  The  LWCF  is  a federal 
grants  program  providing  cost-share  money  on  a 50-50  matching  basis.  FWP  administers  the  fund  for  Montana. 

ULM  PISHKUN  VISITOR  CENTER,  near  Great  Falls,  will  remain  open  all  year.  The  new  hours  for  what  has  been 
traditionally  termed  the  “winter  season”  are  as  follows:  October  1 to  Memorial  Day.  from  10  a.m.  to  4 p.m.  Wednesday 
through  Saturday,  12  noon  to  4 p.m.  Sunday  and  closed  on  Monday  and  Tuesday.  The  Center  will  be  closed  the  last  week 
of  January  and  the  first  week  of  February  for  any  necessary  major  maintenance  projects  and  a thorough  cleaning  of 
displays.  The  Center  will  be  closed  for  all  recognized  state  and  federal  holidays  falling  within  this  time  period. 

PAT  GRAHAM,  Director  of  Montana  FWP,  was  recently  elected  president  of  the  International  Association  of  Fish  and 
Wildlife  Agencies.  The  organization  was  formed  in  West  Yellowstone  in  1902  for  the  purpose  of  ensuring  state,  rather 
than  federal,  authority  over  wildlife  management  and  to  encourage  professional  and  scientific  wildlife  management  in 
North  America.  In  recent  years,  the  Association  has  been  involved  in  developing  compacts  for  law  enforcement,  the  North 
American  Migratory  Bird  Conservation  Initiative,  seeking  a stronger  state  role  in  the  Endangered  Species  Act  and 
securing  federal  funds  for  conservation  programs  that  would  prevent  the  need  for  listing  species.  Montana  FWP’s  first 
Director,  W.F.  Scott,  was  the  first  president  of  this  organization.  No  Montanan  has  led  the  organization  until  Graham. 

CHRONIC  WASTING  DISEASE  testing  results  of  1,030  deer  and  elk  heads  voluntarily  submitted  by  hunters  during  the 
1998-1999  hunting  season  were  all  negative.  Additional  samples  were  collected  in  January  2000  near  Philipsburg  to 
determine  if  CWD  was  evident  in  wild  deer  and  elk  near  an  infected  alternative  livestock  facility.  None  was  detected. 
Further  sampling  of  captive  deer  and  elk  indicated  CWD  was  not  present  within  alternative  livestock  facilities  located 
north  of  Hardin.  In  addition,  samples  from  1 1 targeted  animals  with  symptoms  similar  to  CWD  were  also  negative.  No 
animals  from  the  wild  have  tested  positive  in  Montana.  This  coming  hunting  season,  CWD  surveillance  will  be  conducted 
near  Philipsburg  and  selected  portions  of  Southwestern  Montana. 

ACCESS  DIFFICULTIES  encountered  by  hunters  this  fall  is  something  FWP  would  like  to  hear  about.  FWP  wants  to 
be  able  to  identify  reoccurring  problems  and  develop  long-term  solutions.  To  help  hunters  communicate  with  FWP,  the 
agency’s  Access  Montana  Program  (as  part  of  SB  171,  1999)  is  offering  the  new  Public  Land  Access  Problems 
Identification  Form.  Information  collected  through  this  form  will  help  FWP  work  with  other  state  and  federal  land 
management  agencies  to  resolve  access  conflicts.  The  new  forms  are  available  from  land  management  agencies  including 
the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  field  offices,  U.S.  Forest  Service  supervisor  offices.  Department  of  Natural  Resources 
and  Conservation  area  offices,  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  offices,  and  FWP  regional  offices  - nearly  40  field 
locations  in  all.  FWP  wants  to  test  the  form  this  year  and  use  what  we  learn  to  refine  it  for  next  year.  Comments  on  the 
forms  and  the  process  can  be  directed  to  FWP,  Michael  Downey,  FWP,  PO  Box  200701,  Helena  MT  59620-0701,  or  by 
e-mail  to  mdowney@,state.mt.us. 

A DRAFT  BANNACK  STATE  PARK  MANAGEMENT  PLAN  is  out  for  public  comment.  Among  the  issues 
addressed  are:  stabilizing  and  preserving  buildings,  ensuring  public  health  and  safety,  and  explaining  and  interpreting  the 
historic  structures,  artifacts  and  other  features  of  Bannack  State  Park.  Written  comments  will  be  accepted  through  Nov. 

17.  Comments  should  be  sent  to  Jerry  Walker,  Regional  Parks  Manager,  Montana  Fish,  Wildlife  & Parks,  Region  3 
Office,  1400  South  19*,  Bozeman,  MT  59718,  or  by  email  to  gwalker@,montana.edu.  phone  (406)  994-3552,  or  faxed  to 
(406)  994-4090.  An  executive  summary  of  the  plan  is  on  the  FWP  web  site  at:  fwp.state.mt.us  under  “What’s  New.” 
Copies  are  also  available  from  the  FWP  Region  3 office  in  Bozeman,  or  by  calling  the  Helena  State  Parks  office  at  (406) 
444-3750. 
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UPLAND  GAME  BIRD  HUNTING  SEASONS  have  begun  in  Montana  and  are  listed  below: 


Sage  Grouse 
Sharp-Tailed  Grouse 
Mountain  Grouse 
Partridge 
Turkey 

Ring-Necked  Pheasant 
Falconry  Season 


September  1 -November  1 
September  1 -December  15 
September  1 -December  15 
September  1 -December  15 
September  1 -December  15 
October  7 - December  1 5 
September  1 -March  31,  2001 


Daily  limits  for  2000  are  three  sage  grouse,  four  sharp-tailed  grouse,  three  mountain  grouse,  and  eight  partridge. 
The  possession  limit  for  these  birds  is  two  times  the  daily  bag  limit  for  sage  grouse  and  four  times  the  daily  bag 
limit  for  all  others.  Pheasant  daily  bag  limits  are  3 cock  pheasants  with  a possession  limit  three  times  the  daily  bag 
limit.  Upland  game  bird  hunting  regulations  are  available  from  most  license  dealers  and  all  FWP  offices. 


STATE  LANDS  Use  Rules  apply  to  hunters  heading  afield  this  fall.  Hunters  need  a State  Lands  Recreational  Use 
License  if  they  plan  to  hunt  on  accessible  State  School  Trust  Lands  this  fall. 


SURPLUS  elk  permits  and  antelope  and  deer  B licenses  went  on  sale  September  5.  The  licenses  will  be  sold  first- 
come,  first-served  by  MAIL-IN  ONLY  from  the  FWP  Helena  headquarters  through  September  15.  After  the  15  , 
remaining  licenses  will  be  sold  first-come,  first-served  in  the  regions  for  which  the  licenses  are  valid.  Hunters  who 
drew  antelope  or  deer  B licenses  or  elk  permits  through  the  2000  special  drawings  cannot  purchase  a similar  surplus 
license.  Applications,  which  include  a listing  of  hunting  districts  where  licenses  and  permits  remain,  are  available 
at  all  FWP  headquarters  and  license  agents. 

YOUNG  WATERFOWL  HUNTERS  will  benefit  from  a special  weekend  set  aside  for  youngsters  12  to  15  this 
year.  The  special  statewide  youth  waterfowl  hunting  days  approved  by  the  FWT  Commission  are  set  for  Satui'day 
and  Sunday,  September  23  and  24.  Legally  licensed  hunters  age  12  through  15  may  hunt  ducks,  mergansers,  geese 
and  coots  statewide  on  this  day.  A non-hunting  adult  at  least  1 8 years  of  age  must  accompany  the  youth  hunter  in 
the  field. 


MONTANA’S  STREAM  ACCESS  LAW  gave  the  public  the  right  to  use  lands  between  the  high  water  marks  of 
Class  I and  II  streams  for  recreational  purposes.  The  definition  in  the  stream  access  law  and  a Montana  Supreme 
Court  decision  of  recreation  includes  bird  hunting.  As  a point  of  clarification,  legislation  passed  in  1999  (SB  171) 
requiring  permission  for  all  hunting  on  private  property  does  not  affect  bird  hunting  between  the  high  water  marks 
on  Class  I and  II  streams.  Big  game  hunting  does  require  landowner  permission. 

GOVERNOR  RACICOT  ISSUED  AN  EMERGENCY  EXECUTIVE  ORDER  to  allow  Montana  water-right 
owners  to  bypass  time-consuming  processes  to  keep  water  flowing  in  streams  to  help  Montana’s  wild  fish  survive 
\ l the  effects  of  the  prolonged  drought  of  2000.  The  order  provides  an  almost  immediate  way  to  turn  the  “use  it  or 

lose  it  law”  toward  saving  Montana’s  wild  fisheries  at  no  cost  to  the  water  user.  The  emergency  order  is  valid  until 
November  1. 


FINAL  WATERFOWL  REGULATIONS  will  be  available  at  license  agents  and  FWP  offices  September  30. 

The  season  in  the  Pacific  Flyway  is  September  30  to  January  12  for  ducks  and  September  30  to  January  7 for  geese. 
The  bag  limit  for  ducks  is  seven  ducks  and  mergansers.  The  daily  limit  for  geese  is  three  light  geese  (Snow,  Blue, 
Ross’)  and  four  dark  geese  (any  other  geese).  The  possession  limit  may  not  exceed  twice  the  daily  bag  limit  of  any 
species  and  sex.  The  regulations  give  details  on  all  exceptions  in  the  Pacific  Flyway. 

In  the  Central  Flyway,  the  duck  hunting  season  is  September  30  to  January  4.  The  season  for  geese  is  September 
30  to  January  12.  The  bag  limit  for  ducks  is  six  ducks  and  for  geese  the  bag  limit  is  5 light  geese  and  four  dark 
geese.  The  possession  limit  is  twice  the  daily  bag  limit.  Again,  the  regulations  give  details  on  all  exceptions  in  the 
Central  Flyway. 

MOUNTAIN  LION  APPLICATIONS  for  special  permits  (not  the  mountain  lion  license)  to  hunt  lions  in  certain 
hunting  districts  in  Region  1 will  be  accepted  through  October  10,  2000.  This  administrative  change  is  being  made 
to  accommodate  those  lion  license  buyers  who  had  their  application  postmarked  by  August  3 1 , but  had  not  received 
their  lion  license  through  the  mail  in  time  for  the  previous  special  permit  deadline  of  August  3 1 . The  drawing  for 
permits  will  take  place  on  October  13  in  Region  1.  Hunters  will  be  notified  the  week  of  October  16  if  they  were 
successful.  See  page  2 of  the  2000  Mountain  Lion  Regulations  for  detailed  special  permit  information.  ,■ 

MONTANA’S  ALTERNATIVE  LIVESTOCK  PROGRAM  is  the  topic  of  a series  of  informal  open  houses 
scheduled  to  gather  public  comment  to  review  the  environmental  impacts  that  may  be  associated  with  the  granting 
of  a license  to  operate  an  alternative  livestock  ranch.  FWP  and  the  Montana  Department  of  Livestock  are  hosting 
the  meetings.  The  Programmatic  Environmental  Impact  Statement  (PEIS)  and  review  process  is  required  by 
Montana  law.  The  public  will  have  opportunities  to  identify  issues  and  provide  relevant  information  during  the 
public  meetings  or  by  submitting  written  or  email  comments  through  October  15. 

The  special  legislative  session  earlier  this  year  passed  SB  7 stating  that  no  new  initial  alternative  livestock  license 
applications  may  be  accepted  by  FWP  until  a live  test  for  chronic  wasting  disease  is  developed  and  is  approved  by 
DOL.  Until  this  live  test  for  chronic  wasting  disease  is  available,  the  guidance  developed  through  this  PEIS  process 
will  be  applied  only  to  situations  where  existing  license  holders  are  requesting  modifications  to  already  existing 
facilities.  The  two  remaining  meeting  dates,  times  and  locations  are: 

Billings  Sept.  25  FWP  Region  5 Building  2300  Lake  Elmo  Dr  5-8  p.m. 

Sidney  Sept.  26  Sidney  Public  Library  1213'^  Ave.  NW  4-8  p.m. 

For  details  on  the  purposes  and  requirements  for  the  PEIS  from  FWP,  please  visit  the  FWP  web  site  at 
fwp.state.mt.us  under  Resources  at  the  FWP  on  MetNet  link,  or  contact  Tim  Feldner  at  (406)  444-4039,  or  by  email 
tfeldner@,state.mt.us.  For  details  on  the  PEIS  relating  to  the  DOL  issues,  contact  Evaleen  Starkel  at  (406)  444- 
9525,  or  by  email  at  estarkel@,state.mt.us. 

COMPLIMENTARY  NON-TRANSFERABLE  LANDOWNER  LICENSES  OR  SPECIAL  PERMITS  to  be 

used  as  an  access  incentive  are  the  topics  of  a draft  proposal  of  the  Private  Land/Public  Wildlife  (PL/PW)  Advisory 
Council.  Under  the  draft  proposal,  FWP  would  receive  authority  to  issue  non-transferable  complimentary  resident 
or  nonresident  hunting  or  fishing  licenses,  or  non-transferable  complimentary  limited  draw  tags  or  permits  to 
landowners  providing  non-commercial  public  hunting  opportunities  to  non-family  members  under  the  following 
criteria: 

a)  Hunting  opportunity  afforded  to  the  public  must  be  no  more  restrictive  than  regulations  adopted  by  the  FWP 
Commission; 

b)  The  quality  and  quantity  of  public  hunting  opportunity  must  be  at  least  equivalent  to  any  commercial  hunting 
occurring  on  the  property. 

People  wishing  to  comment  should  submit  comments  by  October  11,  either  by  mailing  them  to:  PL/PW  Council, 
FWP,  Field  Services,  PO  Box  200701,  Helena  MT  59620-0701,  or  by  emailing  them  to:  acharles@,state.mt.us. 

For  more  information,  contact  Alan  Charles,  FWP  Council  liaison  at  (406)  444-3798  or  contact  any  Council 
member. 
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HUNTING  SEASON  DELAYS  may  occur  in  sections  of  the  state  where  land  closures  are  in  effect.  As  of 
August  10,  westcentral  Montana  and  the  Helena  National  Forest  were  closed.  In  most  years,  weather  patterns 
do  not  change  until  mid-September.  This  could  result  in  delays  in  opening  moose,  bighorn  sheep,  mountain 
goat,  upland  game  bird  and  archery  seasons  in  those  areas.  We  will  be  notifying  nonresidents  of  this  possibility 
by  postcard  in  mid- August.  People  are  being  directed  to  our  web  site  at  http://fwp.state.mt.us  for  current 
information  and  links  to  other  sites. 


DROUGHT  is  wreaking  havoc  on  many  of  Montana’s  rivers  as  most  are  rated  as  moderately  to  extremely  dry. 
The  Big  Hole  River,  just  upstream  from  Wise  River  to  its  source,  has  been  closed  by  the  FWP  Commission,  as 
has  the  Jefferson  in  its  entirety.  FWP  biologists  are  closely  monitoring  stream  flows  across  the  state  and 
anticipate  that  additional  stretches  of  some  rivers  and  streams,  particularly  in  the  southwest  and  eentral  regions 
of  the  state,  will  be  closed  to  fishing.  To  reduce  stress  in  Montana’s  trout  fishery,  FWP  is  asking  that  anglers 
fish  early  in  the  day  when  water  temperatures  are  at  their  lowest  and  stop  fishing  by  1 : 00  p.m.  If  water  is  low  at 
a favorite  spot,  anglers  are  encouraged  to  try  another  location.  For  up-to-date  information  on  stream  flows  and 
other  drought  indicators,  check  the  Montana  Drought  Web  Page  at  www.state.mt.us.  under  the  heading, 
“Drought  2000.” 

WESTSLOPE  CUTTHROAT  TROUT  were  determined  not  to  be  in  need  of  listing  as  a threatened  species 
under  the  Endangered  Species  Act.  Montana  FWP  and  the  State  of  Idaho  agreed  to  intervene  if  a threatened 
lawsuit  is  filed  against  the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Serviee  over  its  recent  decision  not  to  list  the  westslope  trout. 
In  its  April  decision,  the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  said,  “It  was  encouraged  by  ongoing  and  planned  state 
and  local  programs,  most  notably  those  in  Montana  to  protect  and  restore  westslope  within  its  historic  range.” 
As  examples,  on  the  Lower  Blackfoot  River  between  1989  and  1998,  westslope  cutthroat  trout  greater  than  six 
inches  have  increased  from  one  to  12  fish  per  thousand  feet.  In  another  section  of  the  Blaekfoot,  they  have 
increased  from  3 to  22  fish  per  thousand  feet  of  river  seetion.  In  1999,  westslope  cutthroat  trout  comprised  58 
percent  of  the  Blackfoot  River  angler  cateh,  up  from  19  percent  in  1994.  Similar  successes  are  being  reported 
in  the  Elkhom  and  Belt  mountains  on  two  rehabilitated  streams. 

PERSONAL  WATERCRAFT  USE  eontinues  to  generate  interest,  frustration  and  issues.  FWP  is  working 
with  rental  dealers,  o wners  and  users  to  encourage  them  to  be  aware  of  laws  and  concerns  of  other  recreators. 
FWP  has  sent  information  to  PWC  rental  dealers,  including  laws  and  regulations  and  a quiz  that  renters  are 
asked  to  eomplete  before  participating.  Counties  have  been  asked  for  their  assistance  in  providing  information 
when  they  license  personal  watercraft. 


MONTANA  TRAILS  are  the  subject  of  two  documents  on  which  FWP  is  requesting  comment.  The  Montana 
State  Trails  Plan  and  Programmatic  Environmental  Impact  Statement  were  prepared  in  cooperation  with  other 
managing  ageneies  and  trail  users.  The  State  Trails  Plan  provides  long-term  interageney  direetion  for  the 
statewide  motorized  and  nonmotorized  public  trail  system.  The  Programmatie  Environmental  Impact  Statement 
^^eeommends  improvements  to  two  trail  grant  programs  administered  by  FWP  that  allocate  funding  available 
tlirough  the  federal  Recreational  Trails  Program  and  the  state  Off-Highway  Vehicle  Grant  Program.  Copies  of 
the  plans  are  available  from  the  FWP  headquarters,  444-3750.  Executive  summaries  of  both  documents  will  be 
posted  on  FWP’s  web  site  at  fwp.state.mt.us,  under  “State  Parks.”  The  deadline  for  comments  is  September  25. 


HUNTING  ACCESS  information  will  be  improved,  the  result  of  the  updating  of  FWP’s  Directory  of  Montana 
Maps.  The  directory,  published  as  a part  of  Access  Montana,  (SB  171,  1999),  FWP’s  new  program  directed 
toward  hunting  access  on  public  lands,  is  available  from  FWP  offices.  The  booklet  contains  information  about 
county  land  ownership  maps,  internet  accessible  mapping  information,  and  state  and  federal  agency  offices.  For 
more  information  about  the  Directory  or  about  Access  Montana,  contact  Michael  Downey,  Program 
Coordinator,  FWP,  Helena,  444-3065. 

ACCESS  COURTESY  CARDS  were  introduced  last  year  as  a handy  means  for  hunters  to  communicate 
access  information  with  landowners.  Packets  of  cards  are  available  from  all  FWP  offices. 

THE  PRIVATE  LAND/PUBLIC  WILDLIFE  ADVISORY  COUNCIL  is  seeking  public  comment  on  a 
proposal  to  increase  resident  and  nonresident  hunting-related  Conservation  License  fees  to  expand  FWP’s 
hunter  access  programs.  Under  the  Council’s  draft,  resident  hunters  would  pay  an  additional  $4  for  a 
Conservation  License,  while  nonresident  hunters  would  pay  an  additional  $15,  generating  approximately  $1.5 
million  in  new  revenue  for  Block  Management  and  other  hunter  access  programs.  Comments  should  be 
addressed  to  PL/PW  Council,  FWP,  Field  Services  Division,  PO  Box  200701,  Helena  MT  59620-0701. 
Comments  are  requested  by  August  30. 

SPECIAL  DEER,  ELK  AND  ANTELOPE  PERMITS  AND  LICENSES  should  have  been  received  by 
successful  applicants  the  week  of  August  14.  Refunds  will  be  sent  to  those  who  were  unsuccessful  the  week  of 
August  21.  Results  will  be  posted  on  FWP's  website  at  fwp.state.mt.us.  Results  are  also  available  via  FWP’s 
hotline  at  1-900-225-5397.  Information  on  surplus  licenses  and  permits  will  be  available  at  all  FWP 
offices  and  license  agents  the  week  of  August  21. 

BLACK  BEAR  HUNTERS  are  reminded  that  if  they  intend  to  hunt  this  fall,  they  must  purchase  their  license 
by  August  3 1 . 2000  marks  the  second  year  of  a double  tagging  procedure  for  black  bear.  All  black  bear 
licenses  are  composed  of  a carcass  tag  and  a hide  tag.  The  carcass  tag  must  be  attached  to  the  carcass  of  the 
bear  and  the  hide  tag  must  be  attached  to  the  hide. 

BLACK  BEAR  HUNTERS  have,  on  occasion,  mistakenly  killed  grizzly  bears  during  the  black  bear  hunting 
season.  Hunters  and  nonhunters  are  concerned  about  these  mortalities.  There  are  some  groups  and  individuals 
suggesting  they  might  initiate  efforts  to  eliminate  the  black  bear  seasons  due  to  their  impacts  on  the  threatened 
grizzly  bear.  This  would  restrict  management  and  opportunities  for  thousands  of  black  bear  hunters.  The 
circumstances  of  the  bears  shooting  suggests  that  some  hunters  may  not  be  sufficiently  knowledgeable  in  order 
to  tell  the  species  apart.  As  a reminder,  the  most  reliable  distinguishing  characteristics  are  the  hump  above  the 
shoulders  and  the  dish-shaped  face  of  grizzly  bears. 

MOUNTAIN  LION  LICENSES  must  be  purchased  by  August  3 1 . Hound  handlers  must  obtain  a free  hound 
handler  permit  no  later  than  August  3 1 to  hunt  or  chase  mountain  lions  in  the  winter  season.  Lion  licenses  and 
hound  handler  permits  are  available  only  at  FWP  offices. 

DEER  LICENSE  VALIDATION  authorizing  the  hunting  of  antlered  buck  mule  deer  has  been  eliminated  in 
about  two-thirds  of  an  area  formerly  known  as  the  Southwestern  8.  To  hunt  in  the  remaining  one-third  of  the 
former  Southwestern  8 where  validation  has  not  been  eliminated,  resident  and  nonresident  hunters  had  to  have 
applied  by  June  1 for  a special  permit  for  both  gun  and  bow  seasons.  Hunters  are  reminded  if  they  received  a 
permit  they  may  not  hunt  antlered  buck  mule  deer  anywhere  else  in  Montana. 


November  1999 

MONTANA  STATE  LIBRARY 
1515  E.  6th  AVE. 

BLACK-TAILED  PRAIRIE  DOGS  were  petitioned  to  be  listed  under  the  fedeiHEeW^iii@?i(f  8t)^li°Act  last  year  by 
the  National  Wildlife  Federation.  FWP  supplied  information  on  the  health  of  the  Montana  population  and  opposed  the 
listing.  The  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  was  given  an  1 1-state  conservation  strategy  prepared  by  the  member  fish  and 
wildlife  agencies  to  assure  USFWS  listing  was  not  necessary.  The  USFWS  recently  opened  up  comment  on  the  1 1-state 
plan.  FWP  and  the  Department  of  Agriculture  jointly  sponsored  a meeting  in  Lewistown  to  involve  the  public  in  creating 
a Montana-based  plan. 


FWP  WARDENS  are  continuing  to  work  under  the  provisions  of  last  year’s  contract.  New  contract  negotiations  were 
delayed  while  FWP  awaited  an  upgrade  review  by  the  Department  of  Administration.  The  review  was  requested  by  FWP 
as  a result  of  legislative  action  to  grant  the  equivalent  of  a one  grade  increase  to  the  Highway  Patrol.  Department  of 
Administration  denied  the  FWP  warden  upgrade  in  late  September,  although  they  found  both  jobs  were  similar  in 
complexity.  Director  Graham  is  working  with  the  wardens  and  Department  of  Administration  to  find  an  equitable  way  to 
address  the  issue.  • 

CHRONIC  WASTING  DISEASE  was  confirmed  in  an  elk  on  a game  farm  near  Philipsburg.  Animals  at  that  facility 
had  been  under  quarantine  since  June  1998  when  it  was  first  thought  that  CWD  might  be  present.  To  minimize  risks  that 
CWD  could  spread,  the  game  farm  agreed  to  voluntarily  depopulate  the  herd  as  requested  by  the  Department  of  Livestock. 
A second  game  farm  in  Hardin  is  also  under  quarantine  for  CWD  because  it  received  elk  from  the  Kesler  herd  in  1996  and 
1997.  FWP  will  continue  testing  of  wild  deer  and  elk  harvested  through  voluntary  participation  at  check  stations.  Last 
year,  403  samples  taken  were  all  negative  for  CWD.  Following  the  hunting  season,  additional  sampling  will  take  place 
near  Philipsburg  and  Hardin. 


The  State  Epidemiologist,  in  responding  to  requests  for  information  about  public  health,  indicated  that:  1)  there  have  been 
no  confirmed  cases  of  CWD  in  the  wild  in  Montana;  2)  there  is  no  evidence  that  the  disease  is  transmissible  to  humans;  3) 
as  always,  if  there  is  a concern  among  individuals,  wearing  protective  gloves  while  field-dressing  game  is  a good  idea; 
and,  4)  hunters  or  others  observing  animals  acting  unusually  or  appearing  to  be  sick  are  encouraged  to  report  that  to  FWP. 

TWELVE  ELK  from  a game  farm  near  Twin  Bridges  escaped  on  November  12.  (Ten  returned  on  their  own;  FWP  is 
looking  for  the  two  remaining  at  large.)  Under  Montana  Administrative  Rules,  antlerless  game  farm  elk  that  escape 
become  property  of  the  state  after  five  days. 


FUTURE  FISHERIES  PROJECTS  totaling  $354,1 14  in  fishing  license  dollars,  which  will  be  matched  with  other 
funding  sources,  to  pay  for  approved  projects  in  16  different  Montana  counties  have  been  approved.  The  total  cost  of 
improvements  is  approximately  $1.2  million.  All  the  projects  were  recommended  for  funding  by  FWP’s  Future  Fishenes 
Review  Panel  in  July.  The  Future  Fisheries  Review  Panel  is  appointed  by  FWP  Director  Graham  to  review  lake  and 
stream  restoration  proposals  and  to  select  projects  eligible  for  funding  under  the  Future  Fisheries  Improvement  program 
created  by  the  1995  Legislature  (HB  349).  The  program  is  intended  to  provide  for  protection  and  enhancement  of 
Montana’s  fisheries  through  voluntary  restoration  of  habitats  for  populations  of  wild  fish  with  an  emphasis  on  native 
species. 


THE  MILLENIUM  SNOWMOBILE  SAFETY  EDUCATION  INSTRUCTORS  SCHOOL  will  be  held  on  December 
4 and  5 at  Georgetown  Lake  Lodge.  FWP  is  offering  training  to  individuals  who  wish  to  serve  as  snowmobile  safety 
education  instructors.  The  workshop  will  train  volunteers  to  teach  snowmobile  safety  and  ethics  in  their  own 
communities.  Topics  include:  avalanche  awareness;  winter  survival;  snowmobile  mechanics  and  engine  efficiency;  state 
snowmobile  laws  and  wilderness  first  aid.  For  more  information  and  to  sign  up,  call  444-4585. 


FINAL  FISfflNG  REGULATIONS  for  2000-01  were  adopted  by  the  FWP  Commission.  Included  were  the  following  ^ 
changes;  * Walleye  limits  on  Canyon  Ferry  will  be  20  daily  and  40  in  possession;  on  Hauser,  10  daily  with  one  over  28 
inches;  on  Holter,  6 daily,  5 under  20  inches  and  1 over  28  inches.  On  all  three  reservoirs,  the  daily  limit  for  yellow  perch 
will  be  50.  There  will  be  no  possession  limit  on  perch.  *Where  size  limits  apply  or  while  a person  is  on  the  water  and 
fishing,  all  fish  in  possession  must  be  whole  with  head,  skin  and  fins  attached.  In  other  words,  fish  cannot  be  filleted 
while  an  individual  is  actively  continuing  to  fish.  *On  non-salmonids,  a minimum  of  1 inch  by  1 inch  square  shoulder 
patch  of  skin  must  remain  attached  to  each  fillet  for  identification.  *A  one  sauger  limit  on  the  Marias  River  and  Missouri 
above  the  PN  Bridge  to  Morony  Dam.  In  addition,  fillets  of  sauger  and  walleye  in  those  areas  must  have  the  entire  skin 
attached.  *A  warm  water  fish  stamp  will  be  required  on  all  waters  stocked  with  warm  water  fish  from  the  FWP  warm 
water  hatchery.  This  new  regulation  is  the  result  of  legislation  passed  in  the  1999  session  to  raise  funds  for  a new  warm 
water  hatchery  at  Fort  Peck.  * Middle  and  Lower  Thompson  Lakes  - increased  the  proposed  salmon  limit  from  5 to  10 
daily,  and  allowed  spearing  of  northern  pike  through  the  ice.  *Thompson  River  - deleted  the  proposed  Combined  Trout 
Limit  of  3 fish  daily  with  size  restrictions  and  made  it  catch  and  release  for  cutthroat  only.  During  the  extended  season  for 
whitefish,  require  artificial  lures  or  maggots  only.  *West  Fork  Thompson  River  - deleted  the  proposed  catch  and  release 
requirement  and  provided  a Combined  Trout  Limit  of  3 daily  under  10  inches. 

COLUMBIAN  SHARP-TAILED  GROUSE  will  receive  a full  assessment  of  species  status,  the  result  of  a USFWS 
petition  seeking  the  listing  of  the  grouse  as  threatened  on  the  Endangered  Species  List.  The  petition  to  list  the  bird  was 
received  from  the  Biodiversity  Legal  Foundation  in  1995.  The  petition  requested  listing  of  the  grouse  as  threatened 
throughout  its  known  historic  range,  which  includes  Montana.  In  Montana,  there  is  only  one  known  Columbian  sharp- 
tailed grouse  population.  It  contains  fewer  than  ten  birds  and  is  located  near  Libby.  Comments  should  be  sent  to  Field 
Supervisor,  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service,  11103  East  Montgomery  Drive,  Spokane,  WA  99206. 

THE  CHERRY  CREEK  PROJECT  to  restore  westslope  cutthroat  trout  to  a portion  of  their  native  range  was  approved 
on  October  14  by  the  Department  of  Environmental  Quality.  Shortly  after  the  approval,  however,  the  certification  was  _ 
appealed.  As  a result,  the  Department  of  Environmental  Quality  Board  will  review  the  appeal  of  the  certification.  Work  W 
on  the  Cherry  Creek  project  will  be  delayed  at  least  until  the  summer  of  2000. 

REMEDIAL  AND  ADULT  HUNTER  EDUCATION  programs  (SB  381,  1999)  are  being  developed  by  FWP. 

Advisory  committees  consisting  of  hunters,  hunter  education  instructors  and  FWP  staff  are  being  created  to  assist  in  the 
development  of  the  programs.  A violator  whose  hunting,  fishing  and/or  trapping  licenses  have  been  revoked  as  of  July  1, 
2001,  will  be  required  to  complete  the  remedial  program  before  license  privileges  may  be  reinstated,  but  any  violator  can 
be  sentenced  by  the  court  to  complete  the  course.  Anyone  interested  in  the  details  of  the  program  should  contact  Thomas 
Baumeister  at  444-4046. 

RECREATIONAL  USE  CONFLICTS  ON  RIVERS  is  the  topic  of  policy  guidelines  for  advisory  committees 
established  by  the  Department  or  the  Commission  that  are  to  develop  management  plans  and  regulations  for  Montana’s 
rivers.  A draft  of  the  proposed  policy  was  presented  to  the  Commission  at  its  November  12  meeting.  Guidelines  being 
recommended  pursuant  to  MCA  87-1-303  (2)  must,  among  other  things,  provide  a reasonable  and  equitable  distribution  of 
opportunity  for  recreational  use  among  the  various  types  of  recreational  uses  that  are  appropriate  for  the  river.  In  addition, 
guidelines  should  seek  to  conserve  and  maintain  natural  resources  and  natural  processes  so  that  current  recreational  use 
does  not  significantly  impair  the  recreational  opportunities  of  future  generations;  balance  a quality  recreational  experience 
and  an  unlimited  quantity  of  recreational  opportunities;  provide  mechanisms  for  monitoring  and  evaluation;  ensure  that 
any  allocation  of  angling  use  does  not  vest  or  establish  in  a person  or  business  any  right  or  expectation  to  continue  to  have 
an  allocation  of  angling  use  in  the  future  whether  uses  are  for  private  purposes  or  part  of  a commercial  venture. 

Following  review  and  adoption  of  the  draft  by  the  Commission,  there  will  be  an  opportunity  for  public  comment. 
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CHERRY  CREEK  ...  WHAT  IS  THE  ISSUE?  In  the  Upper  Missouri  River  drainage,  about  five  westslope 
cutthroat  trout  remain  today  for  every  100  there  when  Lewis  and  Clark  passed  this  way  in  1 805.  The  U.S.  Fish 
and  Wildlife  Service  has  been  petitioned  to  put  our  state  fish  on  the  Endangered  Species  List.  Our  failure  to 
continue  restoring  cutthroat  will  result  in  a federal  listing  of  the  westslope  as  a threatened  species  now  or  in  the 
future  and  loss  of  state  control. 


Our  project  is  to  remove  fish  from  Cherry  Lake  and  the  upper  reaches  of  Cherry  Creek  and  restock  waters  with 
native  westslope  cutthroat,  Montana’s  state  fish.  The  absence  of  introduced  fish  will  give  westslope  cutthroat 
trout  a chance  to  expand  their  population  in  secure  places  where  interbreeding,  predation  and  competition  with 
other  fish  can  be  prevented. 


Many  fish  will  be  captured  and  relocated  to  other  waters.  Because  not  all  fish  can  be  relocated,  small  amounts 
of  two  safe  and  effective  fish  toxicants  will  be  applied  in  the  water  over  a two  to  three  week  period  each 
summer  through  2002.  The  Montana  Department  of  Environmental  Quality’s  Environmental  Assessment 
determined  that  the  restoration  project  is  safe  and  poses  no  risk  to  human  health.  Because  this  project  occurs  in 
'part  on  lands  owned  by  Ted  Turner,  it  has  attracted  some  vocal  opponents.  There  are  also  nearly  a dozen 
organizations  which  support  the  project. 


CHRONIC  WASTING  DISEASE  testing  of  over  450  deer  and  elk  from  throughout  Montana  came  up 
negative.  That’s  great  news  as  CWD  has  been  found  in  the  wild  in  parts  of  Wyoming  and  Colorado  and  in 
private  game  farms  in  four  other  states  and  provinces.  CWD  is  communicable  but  there  is  no  way  to  diagnose 
the  presence  of  CWD  until  after  an  animal  has  died.  We  don’t  know  how  it  is  transmitted  or  the  length  of  the 
incubation  period.  What  we  do  know  is  that  CWD  is  deadly  to  deer  and  elk,  and  that  it  causes  a slow  wasting 
away  of  an  infected  animal,  as  the  disease’s  name  implies.  The  Department  of  Livestock  has  adopted  rules  to 
test  and  regulate  importation  of  game  farm  animals  to  reduce  the  risk  of  introducing  CWD  into  Montana. 

LANDOWNER  PERMISSION  is  now  required  for  all  hunting  on  private  property  (SB  171,  1999).  FWP  has 
developed  an  extensive  information  program  to  communicate  the  change.  To  assist  hunters  in  identifying 
property  ownership,  FWP  has  also  developed  a new  Directory  of  Montana  Maps  which  explains  what 
landownership  maps  are  available  and  how  to  gain  access  to  them.  FWP  has  also  developed  Access  Courtesy 
Cards  (included)  to  aid  both  hunters  and  landowners  in  gaining  and  providing  access. 


CHIEF  PLENTY  COUPS’  HOME  in  Big  Horn  County  has  been  designated  a National  Historic  Landmark. 
“The  designation  is  important  for  the  Crow  Tribe  as  well  as  for  other  Native  Americans  because  Plenty  Coups 
was  a goodwill  ambassador  for  all  Indian  nations  across  the  United  States,”  said  Crow  Tribe  cultural  director. 
Burton  Pretty  On  Top.  Upon  the  death  of  Chief  Plenty  Coups,  the  home  and  land  - just  over  195  acres  - were 
donated  to  the  State  of  Montana  to  be  used  as  a public  park.  The  State  Park  is  managed  by  FWP. 


“IMPACTS  OF  NOXIOUS  WEEDS  ON  THE  ECOLOGY  AND  ECONOMY  OF  MONTANA”  is  the  title 
of  1 0,000  brochures  that  will  be  distributed  by  FWP  to  hunters  at  game  check  stations  this  fall.  Weed 
identification  and  how  to  help  stop  the  spread  of  noxious  weeds  are  covered  in  the  brochure. 


TWO  THOUSAND  KIDS  showed  up  for  a Kids  Fishing  Day  this  summer  in  Great  Falls  as  a part  of  FWP’s 
Family  Fishing  Adventures  efforts.  One  thousand  rods  and  reels  were  donated  by  Walleyes  Unlimited,  at  a cost 
of  approximately  $9,000. 

LANDS  IN  THE  GALLATIN  CANYON  have  been  protected  for  elk  as  a result  of  a cooperative  effort 
between  the  Rocky  Mountain  Elk  Foundation,  FWP  and  a local  developer.  FWP  surplused  463  acres  following 
an  agreement  worked  out  by  the  RMEF  as  to  how  that  property  would  be  developed.  The  revenues  from  that 
sale  were  used  to  purchase  800  acres  of  critical  migratory  corridor  and  winter  range  in  the  Taylor  Fork  drainage 
just  north  of  Y ellowstone  National  Park. 

FWP  SUPERVISORS  for  three  regions  have  been  hired.  Pat  Flowers  will  take  the  reins  as  regional  supervisor 
in  Bozeman  September  27.  Pat  comes  to  the  agency  from  the  Montana  Department  of  Natural  Resources  office 
in  Missoula  where  he  was  employed  as  their  Forest  Management  Bureau  Chief.  Harvey  Nyberg,  who  is 
currently  FWP’s  Wildlife  Manager  in  Kalispell,  has  been  promoted  to  the  regional  supervisor  slot  in  Billings  for 
FWP  administrative  Region  5.  Jim  Satterfield  will  assume  the  duties  of  regional  supervisor  in  FWP 
administrative  Region  6 headquartered  in  Glasgow.  Jim  has  worked  for  the  agency’s  Fisheries  Division  in 
Helena  office  as  a bureau  chief  and  assistant  administrator. 

FORT  PECK’S  WARM  WATER  FISH  HATCHERY  could  be  located  on  federal  land  as  confirmed  by  the 
Corps  of  Engineers  in  response  to  a request  from  Director  Pat  Graham.  We  have  also  received  letters  from  our 
congressional  delegation  informing  us  that  there  were  no  dollars  appropriated  this  session.  Efforts  to  secure  that 
funding  for  design  studies  will  be  pursued  next  session.  The  warm  water  fish  stamp  (HB  20,  1999)  which  will 
also  help  fund  the  project  will  become  mandatory  with  the  new  fishing  regulations,  which  will  go  into  effect 
March  1,  2000. 

WESTSLOPE  CUTTHROAT  TROUT  will  benefit  from  an  agreement  to  conserve  and  restore  that  species  in 
Montana’s  Columbia  and  Upper  Missouri  river  basins,  which  has  been  signed  by  several  state  and  federal 
agencies  and  private  groups.  The  agreement,  initiated  by  the  State  at  the  1996  Westslope  Cutthroat  Workshop, 
is  the  result  of  more  than  two  years  of  negotiations.  The  goal  of  the  agreement  is  to  ensure  long-term,  self- 
sustaining  populations  of  westslope  cutthroat  within  the  five  major  river  drainages  the  fish  historically  inhabited 
in  Montana  — the  Clark  Fork,  Kootenai,  Flathead,  Upper  Missouri  and  Saskatchewan. 

BLACK  BEAR  SEASON  opened  in  most  areas  of  Montana  September  15.  Hunters  must  have  purchased  their 
black  bear  license  for  this  fall  season  by  August  31  as  no  black  bear  licenses  will  be  sold  after  that  date  for  this 
fall  season.  1999  marks  the  first  year  of  a double  tagging  procedure  for  black  bear.  This  year  all  black  bear 
licenses  are  composed  of  a carcass  and  a hide  tag. 

REMEDIAL  AND  ADULT  HUNTER  EDUCATION  PROGRAMS  (SB  381,  1999)  are  being  developed  by 
FWP.  Advisory  committees  consisting  of  hunters,  hunter  education  instructors  and  FWP  staff  are  being  created 
to  assist  in  the  development  of  the  programs.  A violator  whose  hunting,  fishing  or  trapping  license  has  been 
revoked,  as  of  July  1,  2001,  will  be  required  to  complete  the  remedial  program  before  license  privileges  may  be 
reinstated,  but  any  violator  can  be  sentenced  by  the  court  to  complete  the  course.  Anyone  interested  in  the 
details  of  the  programs  should  contact  Thomas  Baumeister  at  444-4046. 

TIP-MONT  Montana’s  toll-free  hunting  and  fishing  violation  hotline  is  again  up  and  running.  Anyone 
observing  a violation  can  call  1 -800-TIP -MONT.  Individuals  can  remain  anonymous  and  may  be  eligible  for  a 
reward. 
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BEAR  HUNTERS  need  to  be  aware  that  1999  marks  the  first  year  of  a double-ta^^^a^^r6^^|g^j^is 
year,  all  black  bear  licenses  are  composed  of  a carcass  tag  and  a hide  tag.  The  carcass'  tag^must  ^e 
attached  to  the  carcass  of  the  bear  and  the  hide  tag  must  be  attached  to  the  hide.  Bear  hunters  also  needed 
to  have  purchased  a bear  license  by  April  14  in  order  to  legally  hunt  black  bear  during  the  spring  season. 
Within  five  days  of  harvesting  a bear,  or  within  five  days  of  arriving  at  a trailhead  in  a backcountry  area. 


hunters  must  present  to  an  FWP  official  the  complete  bear  hide  with  proof  of  sex  remaining  naturally 
attached  and  the  bear’s  skull  for  inspection  and  removal  of  a tooth  to  age  the  bear. 


TIP-MONT,  the  Tum-In-Poachers  Program  that  has  assisted  with  the  apprehension  of  hunting  and 
fishing  violators,  has  been  expanded  to  include  Parks  violations.  If  you  see  any  vandalism  or  other 
violation  that  compromises  our  State  Parks  resources,  please  call  1-800  TIP-MONT.  Callers  can  remain 
anonymous  and  are  eligible  for  rewards.  Last  year  TIP-jMONT  calls  resulted  in  860  violation  reports 
being  distributed  to  field  wardens  for  investigation.  TfP-MONT’s  Board  of  Directors  awarded  $13,426  to 
33  individuals  who  offered  tips  in  1998  that  led  to  the  apprehension  of  violators.  Cases  for  which  rewards 
were  paid  varied  from  unlawful  possession  of  wildlife  and  waste  of  game  to  a number  of  residency  and 
license  fraud  violations. 


MULE  DEER  hunters  are  reminded  that  again  this  year  they  must  validate  their  licenses.  Individuals 
planning  to  apply  for  a buck  mule  deer  permit-only  area  do  not  need  to  validate  their  license  at  the  time  of 
purchase.  Those  individuals  who  apply,  but  are  unsuccessful  in  drawing  a special  permit,  need  to  validate 
their  license  on  or  before  October  22  in  order  for  that  license  to  be  valid  for  mule  deer  bucks  in  Montana. 

STATE  LANDS  RECREATIONAL  USE  LICENSES  are  required  if  you  are  planning  on  recreating  on 
State  Lands.  For  1999,  the  cost  of  a license  is  SIO  for  adults  18  to  59  years  of  age,  and  $5  for  youngsters 
17  years  of  age  and  younger  and  senior  citizens  over  60.  A $20  family  license  for  up  to  six  immediate 
family  members  living  in  the  same  household  also  is  available. 

A DISCOVER  THE  OUTDOORS  CAMP  will  be  held  June  18  - 20  at  FWP’s  Beartooth  Game  Range. 
The  camp  is  designed  for  youngsters  11  to  15  years  of  age  and  their  single  parent  or  guardian  to  learn 
about  outdoor  activities  so  they  are  more  comfortable  with  being  in  Nature,  gain  an  appreciation  for  the 
outdoors  and  learn  natural  resource  ethics.  The  camp,  w^hich  is  sponsored  by  the  Montana  Bowhunters 
Association  with  support  from  FWT  and  the  Foundation  for  North  American  Wild  Sheep,  is  being  offered 
free  of  charge.  If  you  know  of  y oungsters  and  their  single  parent  who  might  be  interested  in  attending, 
they  should  contact  Stan  Rauch.  Montana  Bowhunters  Association,  662  Bear  Creek  Road,  Victor  MT 
59875. 

TENTATIVE  MOOSE,  SHEEP,  GOAT  AND  MOUN^TAIN  LION  QUOTAS  for  1999  were  set  April 
16.  Public  comment  is  being  accepted  through  May  20,  with  final  quotas  to  be  set  on  June  4 in  Helena. 
Comments  should  be  sent  to  the  Wildlife  Division,  Fish,  Wildlife  & Parks,  PO  Box  200701,  Helena  MT 
59620-0701. 


JUNE  1 is  the  deadline  for  applying  for  antelope,  special  elk  and  deer  B licenses  and  deer  permits  through 
FWP’s  special  drawings. 

BOWHUNTER  EDUCATION  classes  are  currently  being  held  throughout  the  state.  The  opportunity  to 
take  those  classes  ends  July  31  of  each  year.  As  a reminder,  all  resident  and  nonresident  youth  12  through 
17  years  of  age  are  required  to  present  a Montana  Hunter  Education  Certificate  and  a Montana  Bowhunter 
Education  Certificate  to  purchase  a bow  and  arrow  license.  Adult  bowhunters  must  show  a previous 
year’s  license  that  allowed  them  to  bowhunt  in  any  state  or  province  or  a certificate  from  a Bowhunter 
Education  course. 

LEWIS  AND  CLARK  CAVERNS  regularly  scheduled  public  cavern  tours  will  begin  Friday,  May  1. 
Tours  will  be  offered  at  regular  intervals  beginning  at  approximately  9 a.m.  with  the  last  tour  leaving  the 
visitor’s  center  at  4:30  p.m.  Beginning  June  15,  cave  tours  will  be  extended  with  tours  offered  from  9 
a.m.  to  6:30  p.m.  Cave  tours  are  approximately  two  hours  and  require  a two-mile  round  trip  hike. 

NONRESIDENT  HUNTERS  who  applied  for  Big  Game  Combination  Licenses  should  know  by  now 
whether  or  not  they  were  successful.  In  the  unrestricted  category,  approximately  40  percent  of  the 
individuals  applying  for  combination  licenses  were  successful.  Approximately  30  percent  of  the 
individuals  applying  for  deer  combination  licenses  were  successful.  Variable-priced  deer  licenses 
oversold  by  approximately  160.  Deer  and  elk  combination  licenses  sold  out  on  the  second  day  they  were 
available. 

BIGHORN  SHEEP  .AND  MOOSE  LICENSE  AUCTION  results  are  in.  Montana’s  1999  bighorn 
sheep  auction  license  brought  $130,000  at  the  North  American  Wild  Sheep’s  annual  convention  in  Reno. 
Montana’s  moose  license  auction  was  held  at  the  Skyline  Sportsmen’s  annual  meeting  and  sold  for 
$10,000.  Dollars  from  the  sale  of  these  two  licenses  are  used  to  enhance  sheep  and  moose  management 
efforts. 


MOUNT  AIN  LIONS  will  be  legal  game  during  the  general  deer  and  elk  season  in  1999.  A new 
regulation  adopted  by  the  FWP  Commission  in  February  allows  for  up  to  20  percent  of  the  quota  for  the 
winter  season  (December  1 through  April  14)  to  be  taken  by  hunters  during  the  fall  season.  Dogs  may  not 
be  used  during  the  statewide  fall  season.  This  expanded  season  is  similar  to  one  that  had  been  conducted 
in  Region  One  during  the  last  two  years. 


LOW  POPULATIONS  OF  SHEEP  AND  GOAT  in  two  hunting  districts  have  prompted  an  emergency 
closure.  The  FWP  Commission  closed  Bighorn  Sheep  HD  101  and  Mountain  Goat  HD  340  for  the  1999 
hunting  season. 


LEGISLATION  affecting  hunters,  anglers  and  other  recreation  enthusiasts  will  be  summarized  soon  and 
provided  to  you  by  FWP. 
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A TRAPPING  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE,  with  the  charge  of  resolving  conflicts  associated  with  some 
furbearer/trapping  practices  and  other  recreational  activities,  has  been  appointed  by  Director  Graham. 

The  committee  — formed  at  the  request  of  the  FWP  Commission  — represents  diverse  outdoor  interests, 
including  trappers,  winter  trail  users,  pet  owners,  bird  hunters,  wildlife  watchers  and  a veterinarian. 
Individuals  named  include:  Joe  Axtell,  Bozeman;  Sean  Boushie,  Columbia  Falls;  Dr.  Marty  Coimell, 
D.V.M.,  Billings;  Kevin  Fiest,  Kalispell;  John  Hughes,  Roundup;  Dave  Pauli,  Billings;  Margaret  Shunick, 
Missoula;  Melissa  Tuemmler,  Ulm;  Jay  Parrott,  Great  Falls;  and  L.  Craig  O’Gorman,  Broadus.  The 
committee  will  begin  to  meet  in  November  with  recommendations  to  be  submitted  to  FWP  in  May  of 


1999. 


HUNTING,  FISHING  AND  OTHER  RECREATION  LICENSE  PURCHASERS  will  see  important 
change,  the  result  of  an  agreement  reached  between  FWP  and  telecommunications  specialist, 
MCIWORLDCOM  Inc,  and  the  Helena-based  software  development  firm  Western  Computer  Services, 
Inc.  The  agreement  enables  FWP  to  develop  and  implement  an  automated  licensing  system.  Benefits 
include:  better  fish  and  wildlife  harvest  surveys;  improved  enforcement  of  illegal  license  purchases; 
reducing  license  purchasing  time  by  half;  and  all  licenses  will  be  available  at  all  agents,  including  licenses 
for  persons  with  disabilities.  The  contract  is  the  product  of  an  initiative  that  included  hunters,  anglers, 
license  agents,  industry  experts,  FWP  employees  and  v'as  approved  by  the  1997  Legislature.  The  new 
system,  which  will  be  operational  in  March  of  2001,  will  link  all  license  agents  to  FWP  via  a 
communication  web  capable  of  delivering  license  information  back  and  forth  between  a central  data  base 
and  small  on-site  computers  operated  by  license  agents  throughout  Montana. 


NONRESIDENT  BIG  GAME  COMBINATION  license  fees  in  1999  will  remain  very  similar  to  those 
charged  in  1998,  if  the  FWP  Commission  accepts  recommendations  made  by  a Nonresident  License  Fee 
Committee.  The  only  change  recommended  by  the  committee  was  an  increase  of  $25  in  the  market-based 
Nonresident  Deer  Only  Combination  license  to  $745.  The  committee  suggested  to  the  Commission  that 
in  the  event  1-136  passes,  they  would  need  to  reconvene  and  reconsider  their  recommendations. 

Comments  will  be  accepted  through  November  16.  If  1-136  passes,  the  Advisory  Committee  will  have  to 
meet  in  early  November  to  determine  if  changes  should  be  made  to  the  fee  structure. 


PRAIRIE  DOGS  are  not  tlireatened  with  extinction  in  Montana  is  the  point  of  an  eight-page  document 
sent  to  the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  in  response  to  a National  Wildlife  Federation  petition  to  list  the 
blacktailed  prairie  dog  under  the  federal  Endangered  Species  Act.  In  comments  delivered  to  the  federal 
government,  FWP  Director  Graham  stated,  “Even  the  most  conservative  population  estimate  would  yield 
several  thousand  prairie  dogs  in  Montana.”  According  to  FWP  information,  Montana’s  prairie  dog 
populations  are  on  an  upward  swing  and  many  prairie  dog  colonies  are  in  the  midst  of  recovering  from  a 
plague  epidemic  that  swept  through  Montana  and  other  Western  states  during  the  1980s  and  early  1990s. 
Montana  is  now  coordinating  with  South  Dakota  and  Wyoming  to  put  a conservation  strategy  in  place  for 
prairie  dogs  and  other  prairie  species  to  avert  the  need  for  listing  in  the  future. 


LYNX  LISTING  was  opposed  by  FWP.  In  October,  FWP  Director  Pat  Graham  informed  the  U.S.  Fish  and 
Wildlife  Service  that  it  does  not  concur  with  the  federal  agency’s  proposal  to  list  the  Canada  lynx  as  a threatened 
species  in  the  contiguous  United  States  under  the  Endangered  Species  Act.  This  listing  would  affect  Montana  and 
15  other  northern  tier  states  between  Washington  and  Maine.  FW-P  provided  extensive  comments  and  new 
biological  data  to  the  Service  during  the  comment  period.  In  essence,  FWP  believes  that  the  recent  decision  from 
the  USFWS  to  list  the  lynx  is  inadequate  and  does  not  reflect  current  biological  information  about  lynx  distribution 
in  Montana  and  other  Northern  Rocky  Mountain  States.  Idaho,  Wyoming  and  Utah  agreed  with  Montana’s 
conclusion. 


WESTSLOPE  CUTTHROAT  TROUT  are  not  warranted  for  listing  under  the  federal  Endangered  Species  Act 
according  to  FWP.  FWP  argues  in  a recent  letter  to  the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  that  given  the  wide 
distribution  of  westslope  cutthroat  trout,  their  overall  robust  status  in  many  areas  across  their  range,  the  protections 
already  afforded  their  habitat  by  wilderness  designations,  and  the  quantity  and  quality  of  efforts  to  conserve  and 
expand  populations  throughout  their  range,  the  proposal  to  list  this  subspecies  under  the  Endangered  Species  Act  is 
“not  warranted.”  FWP  reiterated  that  a listing  could  actually  erode  the  critical  support  for  westslope  cutthroat 
trout  that  FWP  built  among  landowners  and  management  agencies.  Extensive  restoration  and  management  efforts 
dating  back  to  at  least  1972  have  helped  to  halt  or  reverse  many  of  the  factors  threatening  local  populations.  FWP 
is  developing  a conservation  agreement  and  management  plan  for  westslope  cutthroat  trout  in  Montana  in 
collaboration  with  other  state  and  federal  management  agencies  (including  the  USFWS),  landowners  and  special 
interest  groups.  Genetically  pure  w estslope  cutthroat  trout  currently  are  known  to  occur  in  more  than  2,630  stream 
miles  in  Montana;  90-99.9  percent  westslope  cutthroat  trout  occur  in  an  additional  819  miles;  and  known  untested 
populations  occur  in  8,452  stream  miles. 


NOMINATIONS  FOR  THE  “VINCE  YANNONE  AMBASSADOR  FOR  WILDLIFE  AWARD,  or  “The 
Vinnie,”  are  currently  being  requested  by  FWP.  The  award  was  created  by  Director  Graham  in  1995  and  presented 
to  Vince  Yannone  for  his  unselfish  commitment  to  the  wild  creatures  of  Montana.  The  award  is  designed  to 
recognize  Montana  citizens  whose  work,  words,  or  spontaneous  deeds  of  compassion  directly  aid  in  the 
conservation  of  Montana’s  wildlife.  The  award  was  initiated  by  a story  that  was  related  to  Graham  about  a woman 
who,  on  her  way  to  work,  stopped  along  a busy  highway  and  removed  a deer  carcass  in  the  road  so  that  passing 
traffic  would  not  hit  the  eagle  feeding  on  the  carcass.  FWP  will  accept  nominations  for  the  award  through 
November  20.  Nominations  with  the  name,  address,  phone  number  and  a brief  explanation  of  why  the  nominee 
should  receive  the  award  should  be  sent  to  Kurt  Cunningham,  PO  Box  200701,  Helena  MT  59620-0701. 

MONTANA  DEER  MANAGEMENT  will  be  guided  in  the  future  by  a plan  that  has  been  adopted  by  the  FWP 
Commission.  The  plan  contains  objectives  which  will  be  used  to  guide  FWP’s  hunting  season  recommendations  to 
the  Commission.  The  plan  also  implements  procedures  for  monitoring  deer  populations  in  the  state  and  provides  a 
means  to  change  management  direction  as  new  information  is  obtained.  The  plan  should  allow  for  more  timely 
adjustments  in  harvest  as  deer  population  numbers  increase  or  decrease. 


CHRONIC  WASTING  DISEASE  (CWD)  will  be  surveyed  in  FWP  administrative  regions  2,  3,  4,  5 and  7 this 
fall.  These  surveys  will  include  collection  of  heads  from  mule  deer,  white-tailed  deer  and  elk.  For  the  past  several 
years,  Montana  FWP  monitored  a limited  number  of  big  game  animals  for  CWD  and  has  found  no  evidence  of  the 
disease  in  free-ranging  wildlife.  CWD  was  not  believed  to  be  present  in  Montana  game  farms  until  late  June  of 
this  year  when  the  Department  of  Livestock  notified  FWP  that  a game  farm  elk  reportedly  shipped  from  Montana 
to  Oklahoma  was  confirmed  with  CWD.  FWP  is  proposing  increasing  the  surveillance  for  this  disease  in  wild  elk 
and  deer.  The  surveillance  will  provide  monitoring  of  the  southern  perimeters  of  the  state  where  it  is  believed  the 
disease  is  most  likely  to  naturally  spread  from  Wyoming  and  Colorado. 
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WATERFOWL  SEASONS  and  bag  limits  for  1998  have  been  adopted.  For  the  Pacific  Flyway  ducks  will  run 
from  October  3 through  January  16,  1999.  The  bag  limit  allows  seven  ducks.  Goose  season  will  run  from 
October  3 through  January  10,  1999,  with  four  dark  geese  and  three  light  geese  allowed.  In  the  Central  Flyway 
duck  season  will  run  from  October  3 through  January  7,  1999.  Six  ducks  will  be  allowed.  The  goose  season 
will  run  from  October  3 through  January  16,  1999.  Four  dark  geese  and  five  light  geese  allowed.  Once  again 
there  will  be  a youth  waterfowl  day,  which  will  be  Saturday,  September  26,  1998. 


UPLAND  GAME  BIRD  HUNTERS  transporting  any  harvested  sage  grouse,  sharp-tailed  grouse,  mountain 
grouse  and  partridge  must  leave  one  wing  naturally  attached  for  species  identification  purposes.  Successful 
pheasant  hunters  must  keep  one  leg  and  foot  naturally  attached  while  transporting  to  their  home  or  person 
processing  them. 


MONTANA’S  PRIVATE  LAND/PUBLIC  WILDLIFE  ADVISORY  COUNCIL  (HB  195,  1995)  has 
proposed  for  comment  five  draft  recommendations  that  address  FWP’s  Block  Management  (hunter  access) 
Program  and  growth  of  the  outfitting  industry.  The  recommendations  are  to: 

1 . Reauthorize  the  enhanced  Block  Management  Program  for  an  additional  three  years  to  March  2004. 

2.  Provide  for  additional  funding  for  the  Block  Management  Program  to  allow  for  an  increase  of  about  one- 
third  in  the  size  of  the  program  (a  cost  of  approximately  $1  million-$1.5  million)  through  revenues  generated 
from  both  resident  and  nonresident  hunters. 

3.  Extend  the  moratorium  on  licensing  of  new  outfitters  for  three  more  years. 

4.  Establish  a limit  of  10  (present  limit  of  20)  nonresident  hunters  a landowner  can  sponsor  when  those 
hunters  purchase  landowner- sponsored  Deer  Combination  licenses. 

5.  Propose  that  the  Board  of  Outfitters  be  restructured  by  adding  two  new  members,  one  a landowner 
who  does  not  allow  outfitted  hunting  or  charge  a fee  for  hunting  on  his  or  her  property  and  one  a sportsman  at 
large. 


The  advisory  council  will  solicit  public  comment  on  these  recommendation  through  October  23.  With  final 
recommendations  to  be  submitted  to  the  Governor  in  December.  Individuals  wishing  to  comment  can  do  so  by 
contacting  any  council  member  or  sending  written  comments  to  Alan  Charles,  c/o  Field  Services  Division,  PO 
Box  200701,  Helena  MT  59620-0701. 


TRAILS  throughout  Montana  will  be  enhanced  by  federal  funds  to  be  allocated  by  FWP.  The  Recreational 
Trails  Fund  Act,  one  part  of  the  1998  Transportation  Equity  Act  of  the  21st  Century  (TEA  21),  will  provide 
$486,000  in  federal  dollars  for  Montana  trails.  FWP’s  Parks  Division  administers  these  federal  funds  with 
advice  from  a citizen  State  Trails  Advisory  Committee.  Recreational  Trails  funds  can  be  used  for  all  types  of 
trails  including  nonmotorized,  motorized,  multiple-use,  community,  rural  and  back  country.  Private  trail  clubs 
and  public  agencies  are  eligible  to  receive  money  from  this  program.  The  agency  also  provides  advice  and 
assistance  with  trail  design  and  management.  Grant  recipients  must  provide  20  percent  of  the  cost  of  funded 
projects  from  local  sources.  This  can  be  provided  in  the  form  of  cash  or  by  the  dollar  value  of  volunteer  labor, 
donated  materials,  equipment  and  supplies. 


CHRONIC  WASTING  DISEASE  and  its  potential  implications  to  Montana’s  wildlife  and  domestic  livestock 
have  resulted  in  Director  Graham  recommending  a moratorium  be  imposed  on  importation  of  all  game  farm 
animals  until  a test  for  CWD  is  developed  or  other  measures  are  identified  to  prevent  the  potential  transmission 
of  the  disease.  CWD  is  a disease  of  deer  and  elk  characterized  by  behavioral  changes  and  a progressive  loss  of 
body  condition  that  leads  to  the  death  of  the  infected  animal.  The  disease  can  not  be  detected  in  living  animals. 
It  is  fatal.  The  mode  of  transportation  is  unclear.  Because  of  the  many  questions  remaining  to  be  answered  and 
the  many  management  issues  and  implications  that  need  to  be  addressed,  FWP  believes  the  moratorium  is 
prudent  at  this  time.  Governor  Racicot  is  reviewing  the  issue  including  information  provided  by  the  Department 
of  Livestock  and  State  Epidemiologist. 

FWP’S  PREFERENCE  2001  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE  will  explore  a “bonus  point  preference  system” 
for  hunters  who  apply  for  Montana’s  hunting  licenses  awarded  through  annual  special  drawings.  Under 
consideration  is  a system  that  would  allow  a bonus  point  to  be  earned  each  year  a hunter  is  unsuccessful  in  the 
special  license  drawing.  Bonus  points  would  apply  to  the  same  type  of  license  the  following  year.  These  points 
essentially  amount  to  the  additional  number  of  times  a hunter’s  application  would  be  entered  into  that  year’s 
drawing  pool.  The  preference  system,  which  would  take  effect  in  2001  if  the  1999  Legislature  approves  it,  will 
be  considered  by  the  FWP  Commission  on  November  6,  1998.  For  more  information,  contact  FWP,  PO  Box 
200701,  Helena,  Montana  59620-0701,  or  call  406-444-3792.  Internet  users  may  contact  FWP  at 
fwp.state.mt.us 

TIM  MULLIGAN  of  Whitehall  was  appointed  by  Governor  Marc  Racicot  as  Montana’s  newest  FWP 
Commissioner.  Tim  will  fdl  the  seat  that  had  been  vacant  since  Dale  Tash  of  Dillon  passed  away  in  June. 
Mulligan  now  in  private  business  in  Whitehall  previously  worked  for  nearly  20  years  in  corporate  management 
for  MSE  Inc.,  of  Butte.  Tim  is  an  avid  hunter  and  angler  and  he  will  represent  the  interest  of  southwestern 
Montanans  on  the  five  member  Commission.  Mulligan  holds  degrees  in  zoology  from  Montana  State 
University  and  in  Safety  and  Health  from  Montana  Tech. 

TRAPPING  PRACTICES  AND  CONFLICTS  will  be  addressed  by  a trapping  advisory  eommittee  that  will 
be  announced  in  October.  FWP’s  Director  Graham  requested  nominations  through  September  1 1 . The 
committee,  which  will  include  eight  to  ten  Montanans  who  have  an  interest  in  the  issue  and  represent  a cross 
section  of  interests,  is  being  asked  to  develop  recommendations  that  would  take  effect  in  the  1999  trapping 
season. 

RANDY  WUERTZ,  FWP  game  warden  based  in  Gardiner,  has  been  named  the  1997  recipient  of  the 
prestigious  Shikar-Safari  Club  International’s  Wildlife  Officer  of  the  Year  award  for  Montana.  The  Shikar- 
Safari  award  winner  is  selected  by  the  Director  of  FWP  from  among  nominations  submitted  by  warden  eaptains 
in  each  of  the  agency’s  seven  administrative  regions.  Award  winners  are  selected  on  a basis  of  their 
professional  relationship  with  hunters,  anglers  and  landowners  in  their  districts,  their  performance  of  duty  and 
dedication  to  the  wildlife  law  enforcement  profession  and  their  participation  in  activities  outside  of  daily 
enforcement  work.  Randy  has  helped  manage  the  controversial  bison  control  program;  uncovered  some  illegal 
commercialization  of  wildlife  and  was  featured  on  the  pilot  program  for  the  new  national  TV  show,  “Game 
Warden.” 

BOWHUNTERS  need  to  be  aware  of  new  regulations  for  deer  hunting  in  Montana  this  fall.  FWP’s 
Commission  eliminated  hunting  for  either-sex  mule  deer  during  the  special  archery-only  season  in  many 
hunting  districts  throughout  the  state.  In  other  words,  antlerless  mule  deer  can  not  be  taken  legally  by 
bowhunters  in  most  hunting  districts  during  1998. 


